THE   BARRIER

Sledging is always a race. You take as
much food as you can carry, principally
pemmican, and then run as fast as you can,
so that you get back to your base by the time
that the food is finished- In order to save
time on the journey it is of great importance,
to have a drill for all camping routine. Every
party has its own particular arrangements,
but they are all the same in principle.

Immediately the leader decides to halt for
the night the business of camping begins.
This is always chilly work, for a certain amount
of moisture is bound to come from your hands
and feet, and this freezes as soon as you stop
moving. A wise man has a dry pair of inner
gloves to put on at this time ; but it is im-
possible to change your socks. First of all
the sledge is unlashed, and then the ground-
sheet is laid out, and the sleeping-bags, each
one in its place, are laid upon it. Then the
tent is lifted up and put down in position over
the floor-cloth and bags. The cook for the
week at once goes inside and starts to get
dinner ready, while the others fill the cooking
pots with snow and pass them in. After this
everyone except the cook piles snow on to
the tent skirting so that the tent cannot be
blown down in a wind. If there are no
observations to be taken or any other work
to be done, everybody now crowds into the tent
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